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ISSUE: Comprehensive discharge planning services available for inmates are typically limited in
nature. With millions of inmates released yearly from correctional settings and over 5 million
individuals on probation and parole, it has become increasingly difficult for probation officers to
ensure that inmates are accessng the services that they need to fully reintegrate into the
community and to treat any current disease.

SETTING: New York State Department of Correctional Services and New York City
Department of Correction.

PROJECT: Project TEACH does three things: 1) conducts education groups for people with
HIV or AIDS; 2) trains staff of agencies which serve people with HIV/AIDS; and 3) works to
understand people with HIV in our community. For jails and prisons in New York City and in
New York, Project TEACH conducts peer-to-peer programs by ex-offenders with inmates about
to be reeased. These programs include HIV prevention information, application process for socia
sarvices, linkage of inmate to medical and substance abuse treatment providers, and family-skills
training.

RESULTS: Resultswill be forthcoming and will not change conclusion.

LESSONS LEARNED: Evidence from this project suggests that health care provided in a
correctional setting should be comprehensive and continuous upon release into the community in
order to facilitate reintegration and prevent recidivism. Efforts by community-based organizations
among soon-to-be-released inmates can reduce infectious disease rates, recidivism rates, and
substance abuse and increase personal and familial responsibility toward a healthy well-being.
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